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April 3, 2021 

 

Dear Western Parents,  

 

Spring Break 2021 is over, and now begins the sprint to the end of the 2020-

2021 school year. Over the past few days there have been announcements by 

other school districts and their decision to go virtual for a week after spring 

break. Because of those announcements, I feel it is important to share with 

you Western’s plan. 

 

Starting Monday, April 5th, Western Schools will be open for in-person 

learning for those who wish to send their children–just as we have done for 

the majority of the school year. We have created a teaching/learning model 

this year that allows for individual choice and flexibility. We will continue to 

respect everyone’s decision regarding their preferred method of learning 

(virtual or in-person) through the remainder of this school year.  

 

It has been brought to our attention that some families who were planning on 

returning to in-person learning after spring break may want to wait additional 

time before returning. If there is one thing we have learned this year, it is that 

we have to be flexible and show some grace. If you find yourself in a position 

where you prefer to wait an additional week before returning to in-person, 

please contact your child’s school to let them know.  

 

As promised back in January, we will stay open for in-person learning to the 

best of our ability. We will continue to monitor our COVID exposures and 

positive cases, and make decisions that provide safety and foster flexibility 

(virtual or in-person). Some of our neighboring school districts are making 

decisions based on their specific circumstances. It is up to each district to do 

what is best for the community they serve. This is not a one size fits all 

decision. To put that in context, 6 out of the 12 school districts in Jackson 

County will return to in-person learning this week.  

 

I know I have said this several times during this past school year, but I will 

say it again. Thank You for your continued patience and understanding. We 

all continue to do the best we can with the hand we have been dealt. I hope 

spring break gave you and your students the opportunity to rest and recharge, 

as we move into a busy final few months of the 2020-21 school year.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Smajda 

Superintendent 

 

FYI: Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3-7 

 

 

 


